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Empowered by God’s love and following in the ways of Jesus Christ, we LIVE, GROW and SHARE AS Disciples of Christ. 

For the Week Beginning May 24, 2020—7th Sunday of Easter 

 

Can you thank these people for their help on 

NEW WORSHIP TIME MARCH 1ST

 [Jesus said to the disciples,] “Pray then in 
this way: Our Father in heaven, hallowed 
be your name. Your kingdom come. Your 
will be done, on earth as it is in heav-
en. Give us this day our daily bread. And 
forgive us our debts, as we also have for-
given our debtors. And do not bring us to 
the time of trial, but rescue us from the 
evil one.” Matthew 6:9-13 
 
 

From Luther’s Small Catechism, Introduction:  
Our Father who art in heaven. 
 
What is this? or What does this mean? 
 
With these words God wants to attract us, so that we come to believe God 
is truly our Parent and we are truly God’s children, in order that we may 
ask God boldly and with complete confidence, just as loving children ask 
their loving parent. 

 
Jesus’ response to his disciples asking him to tell them how to pray was to 
begin by addressing God as Father. Luther’s Small Catechism teaches 
that Jesus’ intention was to draw us toward God’s love in such a way that 
we feel connected, cherished, and safe. In the church now, we address 
God in many ways that represent the many ways that we experience the 
life-giving relationship between children and those who provide the nur-
ture, care, and attachment that infants and children need to survive and 
thrive. We may call God father, mother, parent, guardian, loving one, foster 
parent, grandparent, auntie, or many other names. Each of these names 
may represent for us that safe, loving, nurturing care upon which Jesus 
called at the beginning of what we now know as the Lord’s Prayer. 

 
For many people, knowing God as father has been and continues to be 
healing and healthy. However, when we know God only as ‘father’ and not 
also as ‘mother,’ it becomes easy for us to forget that God is bigger than 
our human and binary understanding of male/and/female. Even naming 
God as mother and father risks that we will forget that gender and parental 
roles are not binary, but encompass a wide spectrum of identities and un-
derstandings. At the same time, if we speak of God only as parent, it can 
still be difficult for those of us with whom human relationships have been 
broken by parents. And yet, we dare not neglect those for whom a loving 
relationship with a human parent brings a deeper meaning to their relation-
ship with God.  

 
     Continued on Page 4 
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The family of Robert C. Schwier would 

like to thank everyone for their tremen-

dous outpouring of support.  We re-

ceived many cards and phone calls.  It is 

a blessing for the many prayers.  Robert 

will be dearly missed and he will forever 

be in our hearts.   

The CLC Council has formed a Committee to 
develop a plan for opening the church again for 
in-person service and other in-person or group 
activities. The Committee includes representa-
tives from each quadrant/ministry and will work 
closely with leadership to formulate a plan to 
present to the congregation. We will be using 
guidance from the ELCA, the Synod and State 
government to form the plan. We hope to have 
a plan in place by mid-June. As of now, we 
have no date planned for opening the church 
building. We will continue to provide virtual ser-
vices and support during this time.    



New opportunities are in red: 
 
▪ Keep praying for our world and each 
other. 
▪ Continue to protect yourself and oth-
ers by wearing a mask and practicing 
social distancing. 
▪ See someone without a mask?  Tell 

them to call the church and we will provide them with one. 
▪ Make a donation to the Quilting Ministry so that we can continue to provide supplies to those 

making masks.  Thank you to those who have already done this. 
▪ Drop off some items at HCS Family Services Food Pantry in Hinsdale.  There is a red bin outside 

for this purpose. 
▪ Add a book or a puzzle to the “Little Free Library” 
▪ Make a donation to provide gift cards for students from Hinsdale South High School who will 

soon be facing the summer months without an adequate food supply.   
▪ Three weeks ago we heard about a project that Lutheran Social Services is embarking on where 

you can make a donation to allow an incarcerated person to record a children’s book so that their 
child can hear a story being read to them by their own parent. 

▪ Donate some elastic to our mask making ministry. 
▪ If you see a hard-to-find item on the shelves at the store, pick up a few extra and drop them off at 

the church so that we can make them available to those who can’t find needed items.  Currently 
we have hand sanitizer on hand if you need some for your family. 

▪ St. Andrew’s Lutheran Church, West Chicago is hosting a weekly drive-through food pantry, and 
is in desperate need of funds and donations. Last week, they were able to serve 200 families, 
and still had a long line of cars that they had to turn away, empty handed. If you’re able to donate, 
you can send checks to St. Andrew Lutheran Church 155 N. Prince Crossing Rd. West Chicago, 
IL 60185 earmarked for “Emergency Assistance Fund.” You can also donate on their webpage 
but you will need to call the church office and let us know it is for Emergency Assistance so we 
can let St. Andrew’s know. 

Thank you to the faithful of Christ Lutheran 
Church!   Thank you for so many things, too 
many to name.  I know that I have expressed a 
feeling of pride to be part of this congregation be-
fore, please know that I really mean it.  Last Sun-
day, the Zoom platform experienced a major 
glitch from an update that had occurred during 
the week.  In speaking to many friends at other 

churches they had an experience quite similar to ours.  During that time of “OOPS!”, CLC members 
took the opportunity to talk with each other and pass the few minutes in a way that connected us as 
neighbors and brothers and sisters in Christ. I can only imagine the stress that this technical difficulty 
placed directly on the shoulders of Pastor Erin.  In that moment there was little she or any of us could 
do to cause an immediate fix.   

Many years ago, a mentor of mine told me that the best lesson I could learn was, that in my lifetime, I 
would encounter situations that I could not control.  While I could not control the situation, I had total 
control of how I dealt with the situation.  Only I could make the choice to be either a person of grace, 
and patiently wait for the situation to resolve, or I could stamp my feet and make things worse. I often 
think back to my mentor and wish she were still here, so I could thank her for that wisdom.  Especial-
ly now, when little is normal, it is more important than ever, that we choose to be people of grace.  
So many people are working very hard, under less than perfect circumstances to get many jobs 
done.  Thank you seems so inadequate…prayers so necessary… kindness is a must these days.  Next 
time you feel like criticism is the little devil sitting on one shoulder and kindness and grace is the little 
angel on the other, please choose the little angel, it will take you a long way in this world.   

         Maggie Swiess, Council President 

https://giveplushelp.vancopayments.com/


Got Space? 

Shelter-In-Place 
Photo Challenge 

 
Last Sunday because of the problem with the 
Zoom platform we were unable to share the 
slides of people and their pets.  We will run 
that show the Sunday after Pentecost. 
 
This week’s challenge for next Sunday:  Pen-

tecost is next Sunday so our slideshow prompt will be fire.  If you have a fire pit in the yard, take a 
picture of your family around it while you roast marshmallows.  Or if you have favorite photos from 
the past that showcase a fire, send them along. Please do not deliberately set a fire just for the pur-
pose of a photo; as always we will take whatever photos we get of our congregation and work them 
into the show. 
 

Photos can be emailed to office@yourchrist.org . 

Continued from Page One 
 
Jesus’ intention in this prayer 
was not to prescribe for God a 
gender or a specific familial role, 
but to define a relationship be-
tween God and people that is 
loving, healthy, nurturing, and 

sure. Thus, in our communal worship life and prayers, we in-
tentionally use a variety of metaphors and understandings to 
widen our perspective and provide space for all people to find 
a secure attachment to a God who is loving, caring, and nur-
turing. In this way, we expose ourselves to many ways of im-
agining and knowing God in intimate and safe ways. It also 
allows us to stretch our understanding of God into roles that 
may not feel as safe or comfortable, depending on our experi-
ence or preference. In both the comfortable and uncomforta-
ble, we learn that we can approach God “boldly and with com-
plete confidence,” knowing that God cares for us. These ex-
panded images for God allow us -- ALL of us, from all kinds of 
families -- to reclaim what Jesus meant when asking us to re-
fer to God as a parent. It also gives us permission to discover 
what the most meaningful images, symbols, and relationships 
are for each of us – and to embrace the God who loves us in 
the way that we each need to be loved. 

     Pastor Erin 

Before joining your next Zoom meeting, please be sure that you update your 
Zoom client to version 5.02.  To upgrade Zoom, you can visit this link –
 www.zoom.us/support/download - to download and install the new 5.0 version.  

Youth & Family Ministries is ex-
cited that we will be planting a 
flower garden!  We are planting 
flowers that will attract bees that 
will be providing nectar and pol-
len as food and creating shelters 
in the garden space which will 
create new habitat for bees, 
which is important, as their natu-
ral habitats become less and less 
abundant. Due to the COVID-19 
restrictions, the garden will be 
planted by church leaders in 
June.   

Flower  

Garden  

Coming in June 

https://mcselca.us14.list-manage.com/track/click?u=b4fe26cfa3f5461fc9a5f134f&id=d830d0ab9d&e=70a8b6b2e0

