Christ Connection
Empowered by God’s love and following in the ways of Jesus Christ, we LIVE, GROW and SHARE AS Disciples of Christ.

For the Week Beginning May 17, 2020—6th Sunday of Easter
During this time of being physically
separated from Christian community,
many of us seek ways to connect to
God which might bring meaning to this
time in our lives. Some of the ways that
we have connected with God in the
past may continue to serve us well. We
may regularly pray before meals or
read a devotional each day. Many people enjoy having one verse of the day emailed to them. I particularly enjoy
spending time with my family at the dinner table listing at least three things
we feel grateful for each day. The things that we continue to do may help
us experience a sense of normalcy and connection.

Sunday Worship
9:00 a.m. & noon
Instructions at
www.yourchrist.org

Faith Formation
Wednesday mornings at
11:30 a.m.
The Psalms

Christ Lutheran Staff

By the same token, the way we experience the world now is almost necessarily different than the way we experienced it only a few short months
ago. We may feel increased anxiety or loneliness. We may feel overloaded
and exhausted by too much screen time. We may be worried about health
or finances or life in entirely different ways. In those times, we may need to
find entirely different ways to connect to God.

Rev. Erin Clausen, Pastor

One way we connect with God is through the Christian community. Usually, this community shows up in touch and presence during worship, fellowship, and Bible study gatherings. This Christian community continues now
through online worship, fellowship and Bible study. But the connection
does not always feel as strong. In what other ways, then, can we connect
with each other and with God?

Kristina Dickens
Children & Family Ministries Director

Here are some things you might consider:
 Write a card to someone and say a prayer for them
 Send an e-card to someone you’re praying for
 Pray in Color (use coloring, painting, or other artistic means to say a
wordless prayer to God)
 Use Body Prayer (do intentional movement like walking or gentle
stretching as a wordless prayer to God)
 Use a meditation app on your phone or computer
 Participate in the Chicago Illuminated Scripture Project (hand write a
chapter of the Bible)
 Go to the church’s Facebook page and leave a thank you note for
church staff or volunteers
 Focus on a gratefulness practice (like my family at the dinner table) or
journal
 Subscribe to a daily devotional like God Pause or Daily Meditations
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Rachel Krohn, Pastoral Assistant

Jon Ball, Dir. Contemporary Worship
Bonnie Bucholz, Traditional Music
Director
Jo Chiko, Handbell Choir Director

Mara Leonard—Organist

Contact Information
Christ Lutheran Church
of Clarendon Hills

60 55th Street
Clarendon Hills, IL 60514
(630) 325-2220

office@YourChrist.org
www.YourChrist.org
Celebrationpreschool.com

(630) 325-3271
Christ Lutheran Church of
Clarendon Hills
@ChristClarendon

The Church building will be closed until further
notice amidst the current Coronavirus concerns.
Access codes for our congregation members
and all outside groups have been disabled.

We will keep all families updated via email on a
weekly basis. Please read your Youth & Family Ministries emails and check out our Facebook page regularly! Each week, there is a
Sunday School lesson video link emailed to all
the families. Along with emailing that link the
video is posted to the Christ Lutheran Church
Facebook page. Please check out the lesson
for the week with your child(ren).

Director of Marketing for
Christ Lutheran Church
We are seeking an enthusiastic applicant to
promote the mission of Christ Lutheran Church,
primarily through the use of technology, including social media and CLC’s website.
Christ Lutheran seeks a person who will play
an important role in the spiritual climate of the
church and will be a primary introduction to the
church for guests engaging CLC’s technological platforms. Please view the complete job
description at www.yourchrist.org, and contact
office@yourchrist.org with interest.

The District 86 Team provided $800.00 worth of Target and WalMart Gift
Cards to under-resourced families from Hinsdale South High School this
past week. We will be providing these cards to families at the beginning of
the months of June, July and August as well. The need for groceries is exacerbated over the summertime when students do not have access to the
breakfasts and lunches that are provided by the school during the school
year.
We would like to offer an opportunity to our congregation to donate funds
for gift cards that can be purchased by the school and mailed out over the
summer months to help these families stay safe and healthy.
If you would like to participate, you may donate through our website at
www.yourchrist.org or you may mail your donation to the church; just indicate that it is for District 86 so that we will know to designate the funds.

With the uncertainty in our world
due to Covid 19
and social distancing, it’s pretty
easy to feel defeated these days.

Here is a helpful list of things we can all do during this time:
▪
▪
▪
▪
▪
▪
▪
▪

▪
▪

Keep praying for our world and each other.
Continue to protect yourself and others by wearing a mask and practicing social distancing.
See someone without a mask? Tell them to call the church and we will provide them with one.
Make a donation to the Quilting Ministry so that we can continue to provide supplies to those
making masks. Thank you to those who have already done this.
Drop off some items at HCS Family Services Food Pantry in Hinsdale. There is a red bin outside for this purpose.
Add a book or a puzzle to the “Little Free Library”
Make a donation to provide gift cards for students from Hinsdale South High School who will
soon be facing the summer months without an adequate food supply.
Two weeks ago we heard about a project that Lutheran Social Services is embarking on where
you can make a donation to allow an incarcerated person to record a children’s book so that
their child can hear a story being read to them by their own parent.
Donate some elastic to our mask making ministry.
If you see a hard-to-find item on the shelves at the store, pick up a few extra and drop them off
at the church so that we can make them available to those who can’t find needed items.

Our Wednesday morning Bible Study is going to take a two week break. There will be
no study on Wednesday, May 20th or
Wednesday, May 27. We will pick up again
the first Wednesday in June.
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If you’re looking for a different way of connecting with God and
community, I invite you to try a variety of practices, both ‘old’ and
‘new.’ In the next few weeks, though, I also invite you to join me in
praying the Lord’s prayer each day. As we do so, I invite you to
think again about what those words mean, how we understand
them, and how they help to inform all of the ways we talk to, listen
for, and spend time with God. In the coming weeks, I’ll write more about our Lutheran understanding of the Lord’s prayer and prayer in general. I invite you to share with me your understandings as well.

Pastor Erin

Shelter-In-Place
Photo Challenge
Last Sunday those of us who were part of the worship service on
our computers were treated to a slide show during Communion
containing photos of what people in our church family are doing
during social distancing. This weekend we will see pictures of people spending time with their pets.
This week’s challenge for next Sunday: Take a picture of yourself
thanking an essential worker; maybe it’s healthcare providers, delivery people, grocery store
workers or first responders. Who are YOU thankful for during this time?
Upcoming prompt:
Pentecost, May 31
tos.

It’s all about the fire! Send us campfire pictures or fire-themed pho-

Photos can be emailed to office@yourchrist.org or texted to 630-846-7648.
Got Space?

Before joining your next Zoom meeting, please be sure that you update your Zoom
client to version 5.0. To upgrade Zoom, you can visit this link – www.zoom.us/
support/download - to download and install the new 5.0 version. This is recomDuring this time when we are not worshipping together in person, there are still ways for you to
donate to the ministry and mission of Christ Lutheran Church: You may mail donations in to the
church. We bring in the mail each day and deposits are made weekly. You may log on to the
church website www.yourchrist.org and there is a
button on the main page of the website for you to
either use a credit card or an ACH withdrawal
from your bank account. We have enhanced the
giving function on our website so that you can
identify General Fund, Roof and Parking Lot
Fund or District 86.

Chicago Regional Organizing for Antiracism
is offering a virtual opportunity for antiracism
training on Friday, June 19th from 9 a.m. to
5 p.m. The Metropolitan Chicago Synod is
offering to pay the registration fee for interested people in our congregation. For more
information, contact the church office at 630325-2220.

