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Can you thank these people for their help on 

NEW WORSHIP TIME MARCH 1ST

 Dear Partners in Ministry,  

I am grateful for those of you who have 
reached out to me recently, and those who 
have encouraged me to write a statement 
about the events taking place in this country. 
As one of two African Descent male bishops 
in the ELCA, that is what I am doing here. 
Please know that as I write, my emotions are 
still raw, painful, and constantly changing. 
But here is what I have right now. 

On the morning of Tuesday, May 26, 2020, I 
saw the headline shared by Bishop Pat Dav-

enport in a Facebook post, and I cried.  Skipping over the commentary, I 
clicked on the link. Immediately, I became fixated on the posture, the eyes, 
and the sounds of George Floyd as life began to leave his body and his 
face began to change. I moved my cell phone closer to my face and I con-
tinued to stare. I thought of myself, my brothers, my nephews... 

I saw all of us in this, our neighbor, George Floyd. What’s next? I won-
dered. Will racial profiling lead to an officer’s knee on my neck? As George 
stopped breathing, I paused the video. I closed my eyes, and I cried some 
more. I cried for George Floyd. I cried for Ahmaud Arbery. I cried for Bre-
onna Taylor, and for Dreasjon (Sean) Reed. I cried for Trevon Martin and 
Tamir Rice. I cried for Walter Scott and Laquan McDonald. I cried for all of 
these children of God, and for the countless others, known and unknown, 
who have fallen at the hands of racism and brutality. 

As my tears slowed, I felt compelled to sit in the tension of the moment. 
Hoping against hope, I restarted the video—looking for some sort of resur-
rection. Instead, I saw Officer Chauvin’s knee. His demeanor was so cava-
lier, and he appeared to be so comfortable, that one might mistakenly think 
that this act of murder was normal or routine.  

I shared the video with the hashtag #ImTiredOfThis and turned off my 
phone. I was not okay!  And yet, like all among us who experience racism, 
micro-aggressions, over-policing, and harassment every day, I quietly 
packed away this experience and returned to my life routines. But the 
things we pack away can’t stay packed away forever.  

Within communities impacted the most by both police brutality and COVID-
19, suppressed trauma has been transformed into direct action and civil 
disobedience, empowering communities to organize for justice throughout 
Metropolitan Chicago, Minneapolis, and the United States.   

Unfortunately, some suppressed traumas have also ignited looting and the 
destruction of property. Such activity is neither the cure for the pandemic of 
systemic racism nor the perpetual brutality exercised against Black and 
Brown bodies, but it is a symptom of these things.  
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The Church Council is working hard to review 
all documentation relating to opening our build-
ing to our space partners and ultimately to our 
congregation.   

They are working hard to ensure that we re-
main safe and take into account all information 
from local and national health sources. As 
such, the building remains closed until further 
notice.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
The Chiko family would like to thank 

everyone for their cards and prayers 

following the death of Joe's father. A 

World War II veteran, Joe was a 

friendly fellow who really enjoyed the 

company of others. The many cards 

we have received have been a reminder 

of our church family and a great source 

of comfort. 



Got Space? We are currently offering virtual Wednesday morning 

bible study on the Psalms at 11:30 a.m. led by Pastor 

Erin.  Resources for this bible study are on our website 

at www.yourchrist.org.  

https://zoom.us/j/277247648?

pwd=K0t4N3VqRzlscTNYajlxMHNPM08yQT09 

Meeting ID: 277 247 648 
Password: 021969 
 
Dial by your location (for phone – audio only) 
        +1 312 626 6799 US (Chicago) 
Meeting ID: 277 247 648 

Continued from Page One 
 
When developing a cure for a disease, doctors, scientists, and spe-
cialists of all kinds assemble with one common goal—to find a cure. 
Distinct from simply treating symptoms, a cure gets at the root of the 
thing that was causing the symptoms in the first place, so as to eradi-
cate the disease.  

Family in Christ, we need a cure. Our siblings are dying. If we choose 
to remain silent while benefiting from privilege, then we become com-
plicit in that death, ensuring that justice and change will not be 
achieved.  

Social statements are good and fine, but for change, for real and last-
ing change, we need to be in relationship.  We need to come together with a common goal, striving 
collectively to eradicate racism and injustice in our communities, in the church, and in the world. 
May it be so, and in the words of 1 John 3:18, may it be so not in word or speech alone, but in ac-
tion and in truth. 

In this season of Pentecost, I pray for the Spirit to fill us all again with a renewed passion for God’s 
reign of justice and love, and a deepened desire to live out God’s mission in this synod, to proclaim 
the Gospel, make disciples, and do justice—liberating, life-giving justice—in Jesus’ name. 

In Christ,  

                                 

The Rev. Yehiel Curry                                                            
Bishop,  
Metropolitan Chicago Synod, ELCA                          

We are in need of people to serve on the CLC Mowing Teams!  Volunteers will 

be properly trained to operate our riding lawn equipment and will rotate on a 

schedule every few weeks.  Contact the church office for more details. 
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Here is a helpful list of things we can all do during this time: Since this list is cumulative, items new 

this week are in red at the bottom: 

▪ Keep praying for our world and each other. 
▪ Continue to protect yourself and others by wearing a mask and practicing social distancing. 
▪ See someone without a mask?  Tell them to call the church and we will provide them with one. 
▪ Make a donation to the Quilting Ministry so that we can continue to provide supplies to those 

making masks.  Thank you to those who have already done this. 
▪ Drop off some items at HCS Family Services Food Pantry in Hinsdale.  There is a red bin out-

side for this purpose. 
▪ Add a book or puzzle to the “Little Free Library” 
▪ Make a donation to provide gift cards for students from Hinsdale South High School who will 

soon be facing the summer months without an adequate food supply.   
▪ Log on to the following link for a seminary friend of Pastor Erin’s.  Pastor Angela lives in Minne-

apolis, near where George Floyd was killed. Her kids need summer clothes, and the looters 
burned both the Target in her neighborhood and the post office (where a box of clothes from 
her mom was also therefore lost). She isn’t able to go to another neighborhood, because as a 
black woman, she doesn’t feel safe. So, we’re invited to help take a direct action and make 

sure her kids have the clothes they need.  http://www.target.com/gift-registry/
gift/4f1a5a39690f484580a150fab7cb6795   

Thank you to those who 
have so generously do-
nated to help us provide 
gift cards for the under-
resourced families in the 
Hinsdale South School 
District.  Because of 
your support, in the 
month of June we were 
able to provide not only 
the $800.00 worth that 
the District 86 team 
committed to, but an ad-

ditional $625.00.  We will be continuing to raise 
funds throughout the summer, so if you would 
like to help you may give online at yourchrist.org 
or mail your donation to the office.  We are pur-
chasing through Shopwithscrip.com 

This sum-
mer we will 
be continu-
ing a virtual 
children’s 
program for 
ages 3 - 8th 
grade. The 

program will include lessons from Sparkhouse, 
a Family Devotional, Summer Bulletins, and 
some interactive activities that the children will 
need to do at home. Deacon Steven and Ms. 
Kristina will be emailing the weekly lessons to 
the families on Fridays.  

At the end of summer, there will be a Summer 
Youth Ministry slideshow...so please take pic-
tures and email or text them to Ms. Kristina. 
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