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Christ Connection 

Empowered by God’s love and following in the ways of Jesus Christ, we LIVE, GROW and SHARE AS Disciples of Christ. 

For the Week Beginning June 28, 2020— Fourth Sunday After Pentecost 

 

Can you thank these people for their help on 

NEW WORSHIP TIME MARCH 1ST

 The Lord’s Prayer – Why and How We Pray, Part III 
[Jesus said to the disciples,] “Pray then in this way: Our Father in heaven, hallowed 
be your name. Your kingdom come. Your will be done, on earth as it is in heav-
en. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our debts, as we also have for-
given our debtors. And do not bring us to the time of trial, but rescue us from the 
evil one.” Matthew 6:9-13 
 

From Luther’s Small Catechism, The Second Petition: 
Your kingdom come. 
 

What is this?  or  What does this mean? 
 

In fact, God’s kingdom comes on its own without our prayer, but we ask in 
this prayer that it may also come to us. 
 

How does this come about? 
 

Whenever our heavenly Father gives us the Holy Spirit, so that through the 
Holy Spirit’s grace we believe God’s holy word and live godly lives here in 
time and hereafter in eternity. 
 

If you’ve been following the gospel readings during worship these last 
weeks, you know that the message Jesus sends with his disciples is ‘the 
kingdom of heaven has come near.’ These words don’t, in and of them-
selves, bring the reign of God. Rather, they state boldly and strongly the 
treasonous reality that our allegiance is to God above all else. Whenever a 
human power or government claims to represent God, we approach that 
claim with skepticism and humility. We look for the presence of God’s spirit 
of love. We look for the evidence of godly lives empowered by the Holy Spir-
it. 
 

Jesus’ use of the word kingdom inherently addresses human governments. 
However, Luther’s explanation also makes it clear that these words address 
all power structures, even those within our own lives. When Luther says that 
God’s kingdom comes on its own, he recognizes that God does not require 
any person’s allegiance in order to be God. God reigns, and God invites us 
to manifest this reign. So when we pray ‘your kingdom come,’ we do not ask 
God to do or be something. Instead, we humble ourselves to seek God and 
God’s desire for us and for all creation in this moment. Sometimes God’s 
desire works for our individual short-term interests and sometimes it works 
against our individual short-term interests. Always, though, God’s desire for 
creation works toward the grace-filled transformation and healing of each of 
us and the whole world. 
 

When Jesus instructs us to pray these words, then, he implores us to recog-
nize our relationship with God, other people, and all of creation. These 
words invite humility and a recognition of both our power and our meekness. 
These words call on God to stir up the Holy Spirit within us, so that we might 
find strength and courage in belief and be transformed by that Spirit to live 
our lives consistent with the grace- and justice- filled reign of God.  
        
        Pastor Erin 
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Beginning Wednesday, July 8, the Bible 
Study will be Dialogues On Race – a Lu-
theran resource that helps congregations 
talk about living faithfully in church and 
the world. If you would like to participate, 
but 11:30am on Wednesdays does not 
work for you, please contact Pastor Erin 
pastor@yourchrist.org  

https://zoom.us/j/277247648?

pwd=K0t4N3VqRzlscTNYajlxMHNPM08

yQT09 

Dial by your location  +1 312 626 6799 
US (Chicago) 
Meeting ID: 277 247 648 
Password: 021969 

Dialogues on Race is one in a series of 
“Dialogues on” studies intended to help Lu-
theran Christians respond faithfully to real-
life questions. 

It’s not news to anyone that we are living in 
a time of conflict, division, and disagree-
ment. In politics, in religion, in education, in 
relationships and communities and church-
es, we are becoming people who can’t 
seem to find our way out of the “us vs. 
them” pit of divisiveness. It doesn’t matter 
who you think is “us” and who is “them.” 
We all feel stuck.  

And yet we know it doesn’t have to be like this. In the 
face of cracking communities and strained family dynam-
ics, the church is uniquely equipped to bring healing, 
hope, and wholeness to a hurting world. Ours is a faith 
built on hope, on the belief that we are all created in the 
image of God, on the assurance that no person or situa-
tion is beyond redemption. We believe faith is not only 
believing in God, but also doing the work of God in the 
world. We are the shining city on a hill, and the world 
needs our light now more than ever. 

One small group resource isn’t going to change every-
thing, but it can be a catalyst for new models of relational 
repair and social action. It can give participants a set of 
tools they can use to have bridge-building conversations 
rather than explosive arguments. It can serve as a model 
of peacemaking for a community struggling with strife. In 
other words, it can help the church be the church. 

Learner Guides are available through Augsburg Fortress 
for $9.99 each and can be purchased through the follow-
ing link:  Dialogues on Race Bible Study 
 
They are not necessary in order to participate in the 
Study. 

St. James Lutheran Church of Western Springs, a Reconciling in Christ Con-
gregation, is hosting a special presentation and discussion of “Queer Eye” on 
Tuesday, June 30 at 7:00pm.   

 

This episode “Preaching Out Loud” centers around ELCA Pastor Noah, and 
includes commentary and life experience in the church. St. James hosted a 

similar discussion following another Queer Eye episode that focused on the church’s response to 
sexuality. There was excellent discussion following that viewing, and we expect the same following 
this one. This experience is open to anyone open to learning and sharing – no matter your level of 
exposure to understandings about sexual orientation and gender identity. Children are welcome to 
this event, subject to parental approval. 

Meeting ID: 863 7206 7072         Password: 813883   

One tap mobile +13126266799,,86372067072#,,,,0#,,813883# US (Chicago) 

Dial by your location  +1 312 626 6799 US (Chicago) 

We are in need of people to serve on the 

CLC Mowing Teams!  Volunteers will be 

properly trained to operate our riding lawn 

equipment and will rotate on a schedule 

every few weeks.  Contact the church office 

for more details. 

Do you want to be a “virtual” Assisting 
Minister in Zoom Worship?  Contact the 
Church Office if you would like to record 
a reading for use on Sunday mornings.   
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▪ Keep praying for our world 
and each other. 
▪ Continue to protect your-
self and others by wearing a 
mask and practicing social 
distancing. 
▪ See someone without a 
mask?  Tell them to call the 
church and we will provide 

them with one. 
▪ Make a donation to the Quilting Ministry so that we can continue to provide supplies to those 

making masks.  Thank you to those who have already done this. 
▪ Drop off some items at HCS Family Services Food Pantry in Hinsdale.  There is a red bin outside 

for this purpose. 
▪ Add a book or puzzle to the “Little Free Library” (a bin at the south door overhang) 
▪ Make a donation to provide gift cards for students from Hinsdale South High School who will 

soon be facing the summer months without an adequate food supply.   

It is anticipated that Illinois will move into Phase 4 of Restore Illinois sometime this weekend. As this 
occurs, Christ Lutheran Church’s building will REMAIN CLOSED to all except essential personnel. 
This will continue until we are able to have appropriate safety measures in place to protect the well-
being of all who use our space. Under Phase 4, the CLC playground will now be OPEN to visitors 
and their guests. Please be aware that you use this equipment at your own risk. It will not be sani-
tized by CLC. The Fire Pit remains OPEN to visitors and their guests. Likewise, you use this space at 
your own risk. It is not sanitized by CLC.  

Please complete the survey that was emailed on Thursday afternoon.  The team is looking for a re-
sponse within the next week.  The results of this survey will help church leadership determine the 
next step as we continue to move toward worship in person. The survey is also available at 
YourChrist.org. 

You might also read the guidelines from the Synod; the document entitled Restoring Metropolitan 
Chicago Synod: Guidelines for Physically Returning to Buildings This is a comprehensive look at 
what our reality might look like in the near future as we seek to worship in person.  The Church also 
has a comprehensive document “CLC Covid 19 Pandemic Management Strategies” that originated 
when we first closed our building.  This document has been through several iterations since it’s in-
ception as information has continued to evolve and change.  The latest update of this document is 
available by emailing the church office at office@yourchrist.org. 

Lastly, we would like to know if we can count on you, our members, to help support us when the time 
comes to reopen our building.  Many opportunities will be available to serve; additional ushers, peo-
ple responsible for making sure that masks are worn and social distancing is maintained; people to 
make sure that entrances and exits are covered.  Watch for additional information on these opportu-
nities. 
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