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Empowered by God’s love and following in the ways of Jesus Christ, we LIVE, GROW and SHARE AS Disciples of Christ. 

For the Week Beginning June 21, 2020— Third Sunday After Pentecost 

 

Can you thank these people for their help on 

NEW WORSHIP TIME MARCH 1ST

 Next Steps And What to Expect 
 
Friends in Christ, 
 
Many of you have been wondering 

what is happening and what the plans are for Christ Lutheran Church as a 
worshipping community. None of us have lived through a pandemic before, 
and uncertainty often results in anxiety. Please know that I, the CLC coun-
cil, and the worship team continue to work hard as we think through how to 
ensure that our worship gatherings will be as safe and meaningful as pos-
sible. To create this plan, the council has deployed a task force which con-
sists of myself, Pastoral Assistant Rachel Krohn, and council members Bill 
Lyon, Jeannette Tamayo (Administrative Quadrant), Debra Joslin (Spiritual 
Growth Quadrant), and Jane McDonald (Facilities Quadrant).  
 
Your patience and flexibility – as well as your continued commitment to our 
shared ministry at CLC – continues to be a gift to me and to our whole com-
munity. I realize that moving to virtual meetings and worship has required 
a steep learning curve. Thank you for your willingness to learn along with 
me. I also realize that online worship doesn’t have the same feel as in-
person worship, and I appreciate your patience, flexibility, and resiliency as 
we’ve navigated these new waters. 
 
At the same time, we have discovered that Zoom meetings and worship 
offer an opportunity for many people who have been unable to physically 
come to worship services for many years. I am committed to ensuring that 
this opportunity continues, even as we think through how in-person gather-
ing might be possible again. For those who find that Zoom worship works 
well for them, this will continue even as we begin to open our doors again. 
At CLC, our mission is to Live, Grow, and Share Christ as Jesus’ disciples. 
We live this commitment in part through working to ensure that our church 
is a place where people experience safety and nurture in their journey with 
Christ. This core commitment guides us as we plan for in-person gather-
ings.  
 
This coming week, you will receive a survey that will help us map how our 
congregation is feeling about readiness to worship together. The team will 
use these results to guide our next steps. Please fill out this survey and let 
me know if you have additional comments, ideas, or concerns. (You can 
email pastor@yourchrist.org or call me directly at 773-440-1182). Each in-
dividual and family considers different things as they make decisions about 
how to live during this COVID-19 pandemic. Let us remember that Jesus 
calls us to care for our neighbor and live with justice and grace. As we do 
so, I encourage each person to make the decisions with which they are 
most comfortable. Know that the congregation at CLC remains committed 
to ensuring that everyone can find a safe, nurturing environment in our 
worship experience – whether online or in person.  
 
      Continued on Page 5 
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The flower garden has been planted!  Thank 
you to Glen Orton for helping with Thrivent 
Funding and Dan Cramer and Steven Dickens 
for helping Ms. Kristina with the prepping, plan-
ning, and planting of the Youth Ministry Flower 
Garden!  The garden will attract hummingbirds 
and bees alike!  Check out the garden!   

Flower Garden is Planted!!! 

Virtual VBS Coming to  

Christ Lutheran Church! 

 

Watch for details on  

BOLT VBS later this summer! 

Do you want to be a “virtual” Assisting Minister in Zoom Worship?  
It’s pretty simple with a smart phone and a bible.  We are looking for 
people who would like to record a short video reading the first lesson 
and be featured in our Zoom Worship.  Call or email the office to let 
us know if you’d like to help by being a Virtual Assisting Minister.  
You will be given instructions. 



The final 
Zoom 
Bible 
study on 
the 
Psalms – 

Session 8 “I’ll Never Be the Same Again” 
will take place on Wednesday, June 24 
at 11:30am.  

Beginning Wednesday, July 8, the Bible 
Study will be Dialogues On Race – a Lu-
theran resource that helps congregations 
talk about living faithfully in church and 
the world. If you would like to participate, 
but 11:30am on Wednesdays does not 
work for you, please contact Pastor Erin 
pastor@yourchrist.org  

https://zoom.us/j/277247648?

pwd=K0t4N3VqRzlscTNYajlxMHNPM08

yQT09 

Dial by your location  +1 312 626 6799 
US (Chicago) 
Meeting ID: 277 247 648 
Password: 021969 

 

Dialogues on Race is one in a series of 
“Dialogues on” studies intended to help Lu-
theran Christians respond faithfully to real-
life questions. 

It’s not news to anyone that we are living in 
a time of conflict, division, and disagree-
ment. In politics, in religion, in education, in 
relationships and communities and church-
es, we are becoming people who can’t 
seem to find our way out of the “us vs. 
them” pit of divisiveness. It doesn’t matter 
who you think is “us” and who is “them.” 
We all feel stuck.  

And yet we know it doesn’t have to be like this. In the 
face of cracking communities and strained family dynam-
ics, the church is uniquely equipped to bring healing, 
hope, and wholeness to a hurting world. Ours is a faith 
built on hope, on the belief that we are all created in the 
image of God, on the assurance that no person or situa-
tion is beyond redemption. We believe faith is not only 
believing in God, but also doing the work of God in the 
world. We are the shining city on a hill, and the world 
needs our light now more than ever. 

One small group resource isn’t going to change every-
thing, but it can be a catalyst for new models of relational 
repair and social action. It can give participants a set of 
tools they can use to have bridge-building conversations 
rather than explosive arguments. It can serve as a model 
of peacemaking for a community struggling with strife. In 
other words, it can help the church be the church. 

Learner Guides are available through Augsburg Fortress 
for $9.99 each and can be purchased through the follow-
ing link:  Dialogues on Race Bible Study 
 
They are not necessary in order to participate in the 
Study. 

St. James Lutheran Church of Western Springs, a Reconciling in Christ Con-
gregation, is hosting a special presentation and discussion of “Queer Eye” on 
Tuesday, June 30 at 7:00pm.   

 

This episode “Preaching Out Loud” centers around ELCA Pastor Noah, and 
includes commentary and life experience in the church. St. James hosted a 

similar discussion following another Queer Eye episode that focused on the church’s response to 
sexuality. There was excellent discussion following that viewing, and we expect the same following 
this one. This experience is open to anyone open to learning and sharing – no matter your level of 
exposure to understandings about sexual orientation and gender identity. Children are welcome to 
this event, subject to parental approval. 

Meeting ID: 863 7206 7072         Password: 813883   

One tap mobile +13126266799,,86372067072#,,,,0#,,813883# US (Chicago) 

Dial by your location  +1 312 626 6799 US (Chicago) 

We are in need of people to serve 

on the CLC Mowing Teams!  Vol-

unteers will be properly trained to 

operate our riding lawn equipment 

and will rotate on a schedule every 

few weeks.  Contact the church of-

fice for more details. 
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▪ Keep praying for our 
world and each other. 
▪ Continue to protect 
yourself and others by 
wearing a mask and prac-
ticing social distancing. 
▪ See someone without a 
mask?  Tell them to call the 
church and we will provide 

them with one. 
▪ Make a donation to the Quilting Ministry so that we can continue to provide supplies to those 

making masks.  Thank you to those who have already done this. 
▪ Drop off some items at HCS Family Services Food Pantry in Hinsdale.  There is a red bin out-

side for this purpose. 
▪ Add a book or puzzle to the “Little Free Library” 
▪ Make a donation to provide gift cards for students from Hinsdale South High School who will 

soon be facing the summer months without an adequate food supply.   
▪ Help Christ Lutheran Church get our worship space cleared out for in-person worship once we 

are at that point.  See below. 
 

The Covid Task Force has been meeting via Zoom weekly to re-
view current guidelines both from the State and the Metro Chicago 

Synod relating to reopening our building.  While we are not at the point where we can meet in per-
son for worship, we are happy to report that the fire pit will be available for gatherings of 10 or 
less (with no building access and appropriate social distancing measures in place) effective im-
mediately.  If you would like to reserve the fire pit for a small gathering, please call the church of-
fice and make a reservation.  Additionally, any members wishing to use our parking lot may also 
do so by calling and asking to make a reservation. 

As it relates to in-person worship, the first step in the CLC process is the Governor moving the 
State of Illinois into Phase 4, which would allow for gatherings of 50 or less.  With that said, we 
feel that there are pro-active things we can do now to start preparing for in-person worship.  We 
are looking for volunteers who can help us be in a good position when the time comes.  Guidance 
from the Synod suggests removing items from the sanctuary/common areas to eliminate sanita-
tion of those items between each use. Therefore we are asking for volunteers to help with the fol-
lowing: 

  ▪ Removal of all hymnals and pew bibles from the pews and relocate to Fireside Room;* 

 ▪ Removal of all pew pencils and prayer request forms from the pews; 

 ▪ Clear out displays in the Welcome Center to create a larger space for social distancing; 

 ▪ Remove name tags from the racks and box up until they can be used again. 

 
 *If you would like to borrow a hymnal for home use, please contact the church office.   

 If you would like to help out with these tasks, please call or email the church office and we will 
schedule a time for you to safely be in the building to help us accomplish these first tasks.  We 
will be sharing more information from Pastor Erin on opening the church via e-mail in the coming 
weeks.  In the meantime, thank you for your flexibility and grace as we navigate uncharted wa-
ters. 



     Continued From Page One 
 

So, where are we now? 
 
 

 For the time being, and at least until public health guidance allows medium-sized gatherings, we 
will continue online-only worship 

 

 Ministry groups continue to have the option to meet online (contact Carol Toman to set up a Zoom 
meeting for you) 

 

 The church building remains closed to all except required functions until further notice 
 

 Ministry groups of 10 or fewer people who wish to meet in person may do so outside the church 
building. They may meet at the firepit or in the parking lot. Outdoor water access is available, but 
indoor access (bathrooms, kitchen, etc.) is not available. These groups must follow public health 
guidance. Please contact the office if your group is interested in reserving a time. 

 

 Volunteers are needed to assist with preparing the worship space for a return to in-person worship 
(please contact the church office) 

 

 At this time, we have determined that we do not have the capability to offer outdoor worship. This 
determination will be continuously reviewed as we move forward. 

 

So, what’s next? 
 
 After public health guidance indicates that medium sized gatherings are advisable, we will begin 

to open the sanctuary for worship. 
 

 We will follow all public health and synodical/denominational guidelines, subject to the comfort 
level of staff, worship leaders, and participants. That is, our actual practices and requirements 
may be more strict than the local guidance if those requirements help to ensure a safe and nurtur-
ing environment.  

 

 We will not offer in-person nursery or large group children’s programming until further notice. 
In person worship will look different than we are used to, as it is unlikely that we will be able to  
include congregational singing, spoken response, or communion in the near future. 
 

 Online or streamed worship will continue for the foreseeable future. 
 
Thank you again for your commitment to Live, Grow, and Share as disciples of Jesus. Please check 
out the “What Can I Do” section of the Christ Connection for more ways you can connect and contin-
ue in your journey. Please feel welcome to contact me or any council member with questions or con-
cerns. I continue to pray for you and our shared ministry each day. May we be filled with the grace, 
peace, and love of God which might transform us and the world. 
  
          Pastor Erin  


