Christ Connection
Empowered by God’s love and following in the ways of Jesus Christ, we LIVE, GROW and SHARE AS Disciples of Christ.

For the Week Beginning July 12, 2020— Sixth Sunday After Pentecost

The Lord’s Prayer – why and how we pray, part IV
[Jesus said to the disciples,] “Pray then in this way: Our Father in heaven,
hallowed be your name. Your kingdom come. Your will be done, on earth as
it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our debts, as
we also have forgiven our debtors. And do not bring us to the time of trial,
but rescue us from the evil one.” Matthew 6:9-13
From Luther’s Small Catechism, The Fourth Petition:
Give us today our daily bread

What is this? OR What does this mean?
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In fact, God gives daily bread without our prayer, even to all evil people, but
we ask in this prayer that God cause us to recognize what our daily bread is
and to receive it with thanksgiving.

Rev. Erin Clausen, Pastor
Rachel Krohn, Pastoral Assistant

What then does “daily bread” mean?
Everything included in the necessities and nourishment for our bodies, such
as food, drink, clothing, shoes, house, farm, fields, livestock, money, property, an upright spouse, upright children, upright members of the household,
upright and faithful rulers, good government, good weather, peace, health,
decency, honor, good friends, faithful neighbors, and the like.
This very brief explanation only scratches the surface of what Martin Luther
suggests this petition really means. Like the other petitions, when we pray
for something to happen, we also pray that the opposite does not happen.
Here, we pray for daily bread – expanded to mean all things that help us to
live into the goodness of life which God intends for us and for all people.
This requires not only the basic requirements for survival, but also the requirements for ‘peace and concord’ in ‘everything that pertains to the regulation of our domestic and our civil or political affairs.’ (Luther’s Large Catechism). In short, we pray for all of life to go well, so that we might receive
God’s blessings in every moment.
All of life – that which needs good order – includes us, our households, our
communities, our governments as well as those of our neighbors around the
world. Disorder, war, natural or human-made disasters, or any kind of brokenness or evil interferes with all of life. This recognition was spoken in contemporary language by Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. when he proclaimed, “No
one is free until we all are free.” God has intertwined our lives and our wellness, and God intends good for all people – both the good and the evil.
This petition reminds us that we must pray both for ourselves and ‘our enemies.’ We pray for these blessings not because prayer causes God to bless
us. We pray for these blessings not so that God blesses us more than others (for example, evil people).
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Do you want to be a
“virtual” Assisting
Minister in Zoom
Worship? Contact
the Church Office if
you would like to
record a reading for use on Sunday mornings. All it takes is a Smart phone with a
camera. We will provide instructions.

Parents, have your children ready to log on to
Zoom worship a little early this Sunday (and the
subsequent 2nd Sundays of the month)
Pastor Erin will meet anyone who wants to join at
8:30 for a 15-minute interactive children’s time.
There will be a story and time for sharing. If you
can, have a cup or small bowl of water with you.
Also, children will be invited to ‘show and tell’
something that reminds them God loves them – so
they can have that ready to ‘show’ too.
Also, keep an eye out for invitations to help with
BOLT Vacation Bible School – coming in August.

You may be asking
yourself, “What does a
Director of Social Media
Marketing do?” I will be
promoting Christ Lutheran Church’s brand,
products, and services
through Facebook, Twitter, and Instagram. I will
also be managing the
church’s website to
keep the information
current not only for you,
but also potential guests and new members.
Now you may be asking yourself, “How will you
be promoting the church on social media?” I
will start creating content for all three social
media platforms for day-to-day activities, marketing campaigns, educational tools, and reminders. All content will be geared toward
Christ Lutheran Church’s mission of Live,
Grow, and Share as Disciples of Christ.
Finally, you may be asking yourself, “Is there
anything I can do to help?” In fact, there is a lot
you can do. You can like and share posts on
Facebook. You can like and retweet tweets on
Twitter. And you can like posts on Instagram.
On all three platforms you can always provide
engaging comments to further discussion.
Please remember, social media isn’t the best
place to argue or complain about the church.
The better option is to speak with Pastor Erin, a
council member, or you can speak with me or
email at christlutheranmarketing@gmail.com.
Also, feel free to share pictures and stories with
me about your experiences at Christ Lutheran
Church.
In the coming weeks, I will be getting our social
media platforms filled with content and ready to
share. Currently, our Facebook page is up and
running thanks to Kristina Dickens. But our
Twitter and Instagram accounts are undergoing
a reboot and creation. Once they are ready I
will share their handles with you so you can
start following, liking, sharing, and commenting.
I’m very excited to be serving Christ Lutheran
Church in this new capacity.
Prayerfully,
Dan Cramer
Director of Social Media Marketing

Dialogues on Race is one in a series of
“Dialogues on” studies intended to help Lutheran Christians respond faithfully to reallife questions.
It’s not news to anyone that we are living in
a time of conflict, division, and disagreement. In politics, in religion, in education, in
relationships and communities and churches, we are becoming people who can’t
seem to find our way out of the “us vs.
them” pit of divisiveness. It doesn’t matter
who you think is “us” and who is “them.”
We all feel stuck.

Each Wednesday at 11:30 the Bible
Study will be Dialogues On Race – a Lutheran resource that helps congregations
talk about living faithfully in church and
the world. If you would like to participate,
but 11:30am on Wednesdays does not
work for you, please contact Pastor Erin And yet we know it doesn’t have to be like this. In the
face of cracking communities and strained family dynampastor@yourchrist.org
ics, the church is uniquely equipped to bring healing,
https://zoom.us/j/277247648?
hope, and wholeness to a hurting world. Ours is a faith
pwd=K0t4N3VqRzlscTNYajlxMHNPM08 built on hope, on the belief that we are all created in the
yQT09
image of God, on the assurance that no person or situation is beyond redemption. We believe faith is not only
Dial by your location +1 312 626 6799
believing in God, but also doing the work of God in the
US (Chicago)
world. We are the shining city on a hill, and the world
Meeting ID: 277 247 648
needs our light now more than ever.
Password: 021969
One small group resource isn’t going to change everything, but it can be a catalyst for new models of relational
repair and social action. It can give participants a set of
tools they can use to have bridge-building conversations
We are in need of people to serve
rather than explosive arguments. It can serve as a model
on the CLC Mowing Teams! Volof peacemaking for a community struggling with strife. In
other words, it can help the church be the church.
unteers will be properly trained to

operate our riding lawn equipment
and will rotate on a schedule every
few weeks. Contact the church office for more details.

Learner Guides are available through Augsburg Fortress
for $9.99 each and can be purchased through the following link: Dialogues on Race Bible Study

They are not necessary in order to participate in the
Study.

Christ Lutheran Church
Return to Worship Survey
Your opinion matters!
Keep up the great work - survey results
keep coming in. The Deadline has been
extended to Tuesday, July 14th to ensure
that we have given everyone an opportunity to respond. We are personally contacting members who do not use email. We
will re-send emails. The COVID Resiliency
Team wants to ensure that everyone has
an opportunity to share their viewpoint before we publish the aggregate results in the coming
weeks. It takes less than 10 minutes to complete. We’re counting on you.

Continued from Page One
Instead, we pray so that we might be aware of the graciousness and blessing of God, and therefore
order our lives in ways that respond to God’s goodness. When a person claims that God has blessed
them by healing them of disease, this doesn’t claim that God does not bless those that remain unhealed. Rather, it recognizes that the evil of ‘the world’ causes sickness and that God’s goodness
brings healing.
When we pray for daily bread, then, we pray that we recognize all of God’s goodness and blessing.
We pray that God keep away all evil, and attend to all people with grace and care. Our daily bread
comes when all have ‘bread’ in every meaning of the word. May it be so.

Pastor Erin

A Note from Pastor Erin about Pastoral Care
It may be some time before we are ready to
gather in person for worship in the sanctuary
again. Even so, I want to be sure that you are
receiving the care and spiritual nourishment
that you need. Please call me or email me if
there is anything you need, or any ideas you
have about ways we can connect with each
other. We are considering outdoor services,
small gatherings, additional Zoom Bible study
opportunities, among other things. Your health
and spiritual nurturing remain priorities in our
shared ministry.

Pastor Erin

