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Empowered by God’s love and following in the ways of Jesus Christ, we LIVE, GROW and SHARE AS Disciples of Christ. 

          For the Week Beginning April 26, 2020—Third Sunday in Easter 

 

Can you thank these people for their help on 

Sunday the 26
th
 marks the 7

th
 

Sunday that we have been 
unable to safely gather in our 
church building. It is the 6

th
 

week that the whole state of 
Illinois has been under a 
“Stay At Home” order. Around 

the country, people are understandably frustrated and tired of being at 
home. This virus and community response has had significant financial, 
economic, and social impacts on many around the world. Many people 
have had to grieve the loss of loved ones to whom they could not say a fi-
nal goodbye. Many people continue to live with the anxiety of themselves 
or others they love contracting the virus. Each of us has been affected by 
this virus and the community response in various ways, and these effects 
continue.  
 
Crisis and stress challenge our ability to remain flexible and resilient. As 
anyone who has ever had a bad day at school or work can attest, stress 
often seeps into our other relationships. Perhaps we snap at a sibling or 
parent about something unimportant. You might notice this happening in 
your own household now. You might get easily frustrated with your family 
or caretakers. They might get easily frustrated with you. Although this is a 
normal human reaction to the stressful circumstances in which we find our-
selves, this reality also increases stress, frustration, and anxiety. 
Crisis and stress also offer opportunities to grow together. A good laugh or 
a walk around the block with a friend also manages stress. These build re-
lationships and resiliency. 
 
Take a moment to recognize the stress response you notice in yourself, 
your household, and in the rest of the country and the world. Perhaps you 
notice a frantic need to control or ignore. Perhaps you feel increasing ten-
sion about appropriate community responses. Perhaps you see places 
where communities come together to care for each other. 
 
One fundamental of discipleship is putting the wellbeing of our neighbor 
before our own comfort. Throughout the gospels, Jesus consistently reach-
es out to people whom society ignored. He extended compassion and care 
to the poor, sick, widowed, homeless, immigrant, criminal, hungry, grieving, 
and even the dead. He explained that those who do this know God: “I was 
hungry and you gave me food, I was thirsty and you gave me something to 
drink, I was a stranger and you welcomed me, I was naked and you gave 
me clothing, I was sick and you took care of me, I was in prison and you 
visited me …Truly I tell you, just as you did it to one of the least of these 
who are members of my family, you did it to me.” (Matt 25:35-36, 40). 
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The Church building will be closed until further 

notice amidst the current Coronavirus concerns. 

Access codes for our congregation members 

and all outside groups have been disabled.  

We will keep all families updated via email on a 
weekly basis.  Please read your Youth & Fami-
ly Ministries emails and check out our Face-
book page regularly!  Each week, there is a 
Sunday School lesson video link emailed to all 
the families.  Along with emailing that link the 
video is posted to the Christ Lutheran Church 
Facebook page.  Please check out the lesson 
for the week with the children.   

We don’t 
know how 
long this 
Shelter in 
Place will 
last, but we 
do know 
that at 
Christ Lu-
theran 
Church we 
have al-
ways taken 

great pride in our building and grounds.  We 
are the church on the hill that everybody in our 
community drives past and we want our 
grounds to be well cared-for.  We are looking 
for people to join our lawn care teams for the 
summer or 2020.  The teams mow and edge on 
a weekly basis, but the commitment is monthly.   
 
You can do the work on your own schedule 
with the church’s equipment.  Call the office to 
volunteer. 630-325-2220. 

Mowing Teams 



In response to the CDC’s instructions on social distanc-
ing and minimizing the spread of Covid-19, the church 
building is currently closed. Staff continue working re-
motely, and the phones are forwarded.  Our contracted 
cleaning service did a deep clean and sanitizing  to en-
sure that we return to a clean and healthy church and 
have now been suspended along with our garbage pick
-up and recycling.  
 

All space partners have been notified of this, and codes 
for the congregation and our space partners have been 
disabled until further notice. 

Ways To  Give  During  
Shelter In Place 

 
Thank you for your faithful support of Christ Lutheran Church dur-
ing this uncertain time.  While we shelter in place, the staff and 

clergy are still working remotely in order to  minister to our congregation.  Unfortunately, whether we phys-
ically meet in our church, or worship from our homes, our financial obligations must still be met.  Your gifts 
during this time are more important then ever and we are grateful for your generosity.   We at CLC feel that 
our support staff and clergy are our first line of defense in keeping our congregation spiritually healthy and 
connected during this emergency.  We rely on your support and  are able to offer you new ways to make 
your gift.  You may mail your offering to the church or  you may donate on the CLC website 
www.yourchrist.org using  the "My Gift" button with either a credit card or through an ACH withdrawal.  
We are pleased to announce that we have modified our website so that you may designate your Capital 
Campaign (building & parking lot fund) contributions; a great way to help our Financial Secretary keep giv-
ing records straight.  If you have any questions you may call our office: 630-325-2220 for assistance.  To-

YourChrist.org 

Greetings from Spiritual Growth! This install-
ment is entitled “ Audience Participation” ! We 
hope you had a Blessed Easter ! We hope you 
are doing well and staying safe! 

But going forward what we need is input and re-
sponse. So please let us know how we are do-
ing. Have you been enjoying Virtual Worship? 
Have you been able to log in without difficulty? 
How did you feel about virtual Communion?  Do 
you have ideas or suggestions to improve our 

virtual worship? Have you visited our website and tried the online giving link? Are you participating 
in Virtual Bible Study on Wednesday mornings at 11:30?  Would you like your regular Bible Study 
to offer a virtual option? For our families with children, how is virtual Sunday School working for 
you? How can we help everyone in staying connected to Christ, and CLC? 

Any comments or suggestions you might have would be very valuable to us going forward. And 
since we have no way of knowing how long we will be required to “ socially distance” we want you 
to know how important it is to us, and how committed we are, to keeping our church family as Spirit-
ually close as possible. 

So, please, direct your input to us through email at Office@yourchrist.org, a call to the office at 630-
325-2220 or Pastor Erin at Pastor@yourchrist.org. 

         Thanks, and God Bless You! 

http://www.yourchrist.org


In the midst of the COVID 19 Pandemic our local food pantries are 
seeing a huge increase in the amount of families using their services.  
People are out of work; children are at home all day and although 
some schools are still providing free meals, without transportation, the 
children are not able to access them.  All this puts a great strain on our 
local food pantry who is working under adverse conditions because 
their building is on lockdown. 

 
They are currently in need of the following: 
 
PEANUT BUTTER, CANNED CHICKEN, CANNED TUNA FISH, CANNED SOUP, MACARONI 
AND CHEESE,  RICE, PASTA, PASTA SAUCE,  CEREAL, PANCAKE MIX, CANNED VEGETA-
BLES, FRUIT CUPS, CANNED FRUIT, DIAPERS, CLEANING SUPPLIES, TOILET PAPER,  
PAPER TOWELS, BATH SOAP. 
 

They are not relying on Amazon because things are going in and out of stock online.  However, if 
you are inclined to include HCS in an Amazon order you place, you are welcome to do so. 
 

Currently there is a red bin outside of HCS where you are invited to drop donations of items.  The 
bin is emptied regularly.  The address is 19 E. Chicago Avenue in Hinsdale, however, the entrance 
for HCS is off of Maple Street.  They are also accepting donations on their website at 
www.hcsfamilyservices.org 

Our Mask Angels are still churning out lovely face 
masks for those times when you need to leave 
the house and be among other people.  We have 
provided masks not only for many in our congre-
gation, but also to people in the community who 
have found out about it.  Just yesterday we re-
ceived a phone call from someone who had di-
aled a wrong number and what started out as a 
mistake turned into a mask delivery to a lovely 
woman in Willowbook who so appreciated her 
mask.  A delivery went to the People’s Resource 
Center yesterday as well.  Please let us know if 
you or anyone you know needs a mask and we 
will make arrangements to get it to them. 

 

Making A Difference 

March 31st status of the Capital Campaign for the  
Roof and Parking Lot Projects 
 
The goal of the Capital Campaign is to cover the costs of the proper-
ty improvements made in summer 2017. In May 2017, the congrega-
tion voted to borrow money from the ELCA Mission Investment Fund 
to enable the roof and parking lot projects to be completed.  

 

As of March 31st,  70% of pledges made to the campaign have been 
received.  We have also received an additional $39,888 in dona-
tions.    

 

If you have any questions on the campaign, please reach out to any 
council member.  

 Capital Campaign 

U P DAT E  

http://www.hcsfamilyservices.org


The Spring Rummage Sale has been 
rescheduled for Saturday August 
22nd, 2020.  We are looking for peo-
ple who might have garage space that 
they are willing to let the church use to 
store donations over the summer.  We 
will not be able to accept items at the 
church building until the week before 
the sale; the week of  August 16-21 
because our fellowship hall needs to 
be kept clear for other activities. 
 
If you have space for donated items, 
please email the church office and let 
us know.  This will not be initiated until 
the Shelter in Place mandate has 
been lifted.   

Got Space? 

Shelter-In-Place 
Photo Challenge 
 
Last Sunday those of us who were part of the worship service on our 
computers were treated to a wonderful slide show during Communion 
containing photos sent in by our Sunday School families. Comments we 
heard at our virtual coffee hour were that people really enjoyed the op-
portunity to see pictures of our church families.  So, we thought why not 
continue doing this as long as we are confined to worshiping in our 
homes.  This Sunday’s we will get to see some of our members in their 
“virtual worship” space, plus lots of fun pictures of people just saying hi. 
 

This week’s challenge for next Sunday:  What are you eating?  Have you learned to use that Instant 
Pot that you got for Christmas?  Are you embracing Pierogi-making or trying to master the art of 
making bread?  Maybe you are supporting local restaurants by ordering in a few times a week.  
Have you discovered Dalgona (AKA “Quarantine) Coffee?  Send us a picture of you and your family 
enjoying a meal and let’s see what everybody’s eating these days. 
 

Photos can be emailed to office@yourchrist.org or texted to 630-846-7648.   
 

MISSING 
YOUR TRUSTY 
DEVOTIONAL? 
 
Our latest edition of 
Word in Season was 
received right at the 
time we were told we 
could not gather in wor-
ship, so many of you 
may be missing this 
handy little booklet that 
offers words of hope 
and inspiration each 
day. 
 
 

If you would like to have the church mail you one, 
please just give us a call or send us an email and we 
will have one in the mail for you right away. 
 

630-325-2220 
Office@yourchrist.org 

 
 



From Pastor Erin’s letter to the 
congregation you learned that 
she is going to be putting the 
Communion Liturgy back into the 
worship service.  We thought it 
might be nice to share the bread 
recipe that we have been using 
at CLC since our bread baking 
ministry began several years ago. 
 

 
Yield: 4-8oz. Loaves: Each loaf serves approximately 40 people (depending on the 
size of the piece).   Sift dry ingredients 3 times . 
 

2 c. whole wheat flour  
1 c. white flour  
1 ¼ tsp. Baking powder  
1 ¼ tsp. Salt  
 

Cut in 4 tsp. Oil  
 
Mix water and sweeteners together; add to dry ingredients and mix well 
.  

¾ cup + 2 Tbsp. Very hot water  
3 Tbsp honey  
3 Tbsp Molasses  
 

Dough should be a bit sticky  
 

Divide and roll ¼” thick circle. Mark with a cross 
 
Bake at 350 degrees for 10 minutes  
 

Remove and brush with oil, bake an additional 5-8 minutes, remove and cool 
 

Note: a bread machine is used to mix the dough – if mixing by hand, mix well 

Luther Seminary 

Communion Bread 

Recipe 



We have begun a  virtual Wednesday morning bible study on the Psalms at 
11:30 a.m. 
 

Join Zoom Wednesday Bible Study on April 29th. 

https://zoom.us/j/277247648?pwd=K0t4N3VqRzlscTNYajlxMHNPM08yQT09 

Meeting ID: 277 247 648 

Password: 021969 

 

Dial by your location (for phone – audio only) 

        +1 312 626 6799 US (Chicago) 

Meeting ID: 277 247 648 

With the libraries closed during this time, we are 
hearing that some of you are really wishing you had 
some new reading material.  Not everyone has a 
Kindle or a Nook, and some of us just like to curl up 
with a good old fashioned book.  So, during this 
time, we have moved the contents from the Little 
Free Library to a plastic bin under the overhang at 
the coded entrance of the church. Some of us have 
already dropped books in there that we have al-
ready read, and the idea is simple; take a book, 
leave a book.  No due dates . . . It’s quite literally a 
library without walls!  Books have not been sani-
tized, so if you use the Little Free Library at CLC, 
please make sure to disinfect them before reading.   

https://zoom.us/j/277247648?pwd=K0t4N3VqRzlscTNYajlxMHNPM08yQT09
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Hardship of any kind always disproportionately 
affects certain people. People who live from 
paycheck to paycheck, those who cannot find a 
job, those without access to healthcare, those 
who are alone, those without safe homes, those 
who live with mental health issues, those who 
have dark skin, those whose families live far 
away or in different countries, those who have a 
criminal record or are imprisoned, those who 
cannot afford or access healthy food. These are 
the people that Jesus reached out to. They are 
the ‘least of these’ in whom God invites us to see 
Jesus and to whom God invites us to be Jesus. 
 
I acknowledge the difficulty and discomfort of 
staying at home and away from each other. At 
the same time, doing this attempts to care for 
both ourselves and ‘the least of these.’ This may 
or may not be the best or only response – but it is 
the response that healthcare workers suggest 
can help now. It is where we are, to care for one 
another, both through the order of the governor 
and decision of the church council.  
 
Therefore, when it gets hard to stay at home, re-
member that you are doing it for Jesus. If your 5 
year old (like mine) says “The coronavirus is stu-
pid!” every time you pass the park, remind her 
that you are staying safe for Jesus. When you 
worry about your retirement income, remember 
we are doing this for Jesus.  
 
And when you get really stressed and frustrated, 
remember that you are Jesus for someone else. 
Whenever we act with compassion and care for 
one of the ‘least of these,’ we offer the love and 
compassion of Jesus. Offer a compliment to 
someone in your household. Send a thank-you 
card to the local hospital or nursing facility. Send 
a donation to a food pantry or domestic violence 
shelter. Act as Jesus would act. Live as a disci-
ple, and spread the love and hope of God. Espe-
cially to ‘the least of these.’ 
     Pastor Erin 


